Rockies Baseline
Vital Signs for a Region in Transition

By Bryan Hurlbutt
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Each year, we update a set of key demographic

indicators—the Vital Signs—to take the pulse

of the Rockies region. This year’s updated

stats, which come from 2004 data, are com-

pared to the baseline year 2000 to track trends

in the rapidly changing eight Rockies states.

The Vital Signs set the stage for the rest of the

State of the Rockies Report Card by defining

certain characteristics of our unique region and, thus, providing
a regional context through which the Report Card topics can be
better understood.

What traits distinguish the Rockies region from the rest of the U.S.?
How do trends vary from state to state within the region? How has
the Rockies region changed over the years? These questions and
others are answered in the Vital Signs.

The Vital Signs dispel common myths that the
Rocky Mountain West is still a lawless, back-
ward land of rugged cowboys roaming remote
locations, fending for themselves, and living
off the land. As in years past, this year’s Vital
Signs show that we are diverse, well-educated,
and mobile, and for better or worse, most of us
work in offices. And, perhaps the most critical
indicator of all, the region’s population is growing swiftly—over
three times faster than the U.S. population.

All data, unless otherwise indicated, come from the 2000 Census
and the 2004 American Community Survey, both of which were
conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau. The data are available at
http://www.census.gov/.

About the author: Bryan Hurlbutt (Colorado College class of 2004) is program coordinator for the Colorado
College State of the Rockies Project.
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United States 285,691,501 2% | 28% | 12% | 36 3% Nevada
Rockies 19,400,701 7% | 30% | 1% | 34 2% New Mexico
-Arizona 5,633,997 10% 30% 13% 34 0% Utah
-Colorado 4,498,611 5% 28% | 10% 35 1% Wyoming
-Idaho 1,360,152 5% 30% 11% 34 3%
-Montana 901,901 0% 26% 13% 40 6%
-Nevada 2,301,197 15% 28% 11% 35 0%
-New Mexico 1,862,837 2% 29% 12% 36 3%
-Utah 2,349,472 5% 34% 8% 28 3%
-Wyoming 492,534 0% | 26% | 12% | 38 6%
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United States 1% | 12% | 76% | 14%
Rockies 3% 3% | 82% 22%
-Arizona 5% 3% | 77% | 28%
-Colorado 1% 4% | 83% | 19%
-Idaho 2% 0% | 92% 9%
-Montana 6% 0% | 90% 2%
-Nevada 1% 7% | 78% 23%
-New Mexico 9% 2% | 71% | 43%
-Utah 1% 1% | 91% 11%
-Wyoming 2% 1% | 93% 7%
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United States 81% 19% 18%
Rockies 80% 20% 20%
-Arizona 75% 25% 26%
-Colorado 84% 16% 15%
-Idaho 89% 11% 9%
-Montana 96% 4% 5%
-Nevada 75% 25% 23%
-New Mexico 64% 36% 37%
-Utah 88% 12% 13%
-Wyoming 94% 6% 6%

Percentage of Population Who Identify as

American Indian or Alaska Native, 2004
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Change in

Median Family Income, 2000 to 2004

Income, 2004
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United States $44,684 -3% $60,070 $53,692 2% $69,593 $24,020 1%
Rockies $43,391 5% $57,020 $51,148 -4% $65,172 $22,460 0%
-Arizona $41,995 -6% $56,984 $48,995 -4% $64,784 $22,105 -1%
-Colorado $48,198 7% $63,004 $58,849 -4% $74,147 $25,945 2%
-Idaho $39,934 -3% $50,200 $46,586 2% $56,552 $19,269 2%
-Montana $35,239 -3% $45,779 $44,958 1% $54,291 $19,565 4%
-Nevada $44,646 -9% $59,825 $51,722 -7% $67,450 $23,938 -1%
-New Mexico $36,043 -4% $49,114 $42,240 2% $55,613 $20,234 7%
-Utah $47,074 -6% $57,696 $52,286 -7% $63,398 $19,584 -2%
-Wyoming $44,275 7% $55,751 $54,935 10% $65,334 $24,036 15%
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Mean Retirement Income, 2000 to 2004
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United States $53,692

Rockies $51,148

Arizona $48,995
Colorado $58,849

Idaho $46,586
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Poverty, 2000 & 2004
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Whose Income
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Months is below
the Poverty Level
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All People, 2000

United States 12%

Rockies 10% 9% 13% 12%

-Arizona 11% 10% 14% 14%

-Colorado 9% 6% 11% 9%

-Idaho

11% 8% 14% 11%

-Montana 11% 10% 14% 14%

-Nevada 10% 8% 13% 10%

-New Mexico 16% 15% 19% 18%

-Utah 8% 6% 11% 9%

8% 8% 10% 11%
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United States $61,341 -1% $13,046 5% $17,798 -7% $6,907 0% $3,116 -6%

Rockies $56,557 2% | $13,071 4% $18,680 -6% $6,969 0% $2,420 -14%

-Arizona $57,283 -1% $13,689 4% $18,892 -6% $7,472 4% $2,484 -13%

-Colorado $62,499 -4% | $12,604 4% $19,992 -6% $6,473 -6% $2,530 -5%

-Idaho $50,624 0% $13,034 5% $14,699 -15% $6,546 2% $1,869 -7%

-Montana $44,871 2% | $13,101 8% $16,983 2% $7,073 5% $3,232 21%

-Nevada $58,966 -3% $12,728 2% $19,368 -5% $7,564 1% $1,856 -40%

-New Mexico $47,975 0% | $11,800 2% $19,514 -4% $6,748 5% $2,288 -27%

-Utah $56,479 -6% $13,729 6% $17,805 -8% $6,734 7% $2,920 -8%

-Wyoming $53,351 7% | $13,585 9% $16,193 -9% $5,904 -18% $1,476 -44%

Families in Poverty, 2004
As a Percentage of All Families
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Employment by Industry, 2004
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United States 2% 7% 12% 4% 12% 5% 3% 7% 10% 20% 9% 5% | 5% | 134,259,460
Rockies 3% 9% 8% 3% | 12% 5% 2% 7% 10% 19% 11% 5% | 5% 9,132,410
-Arizona 1% 10% 9% 4% 12% 6% 2% 8% 10% 19% 10% 5% | 5% 2,497,460
-Colorado 3% 9% 8% 3% | 12% 5% 4% 8% 13% 17% 9% 5% | 4% 2,253,357
-Idaho 5% 9% | 12% 4% 12% 4% 2% 5% 10% 20% 7% 5% | 5% 636,533
-Montana 7% 8% 5% 3% 12% 5% 2% 6% 7% 22% 11% 5% | 6% 453,643
-Nevada 1% 10% 5% 3% 11% 5% 2% 7% 9% 13% 25% 4% | 5% 1,090,563
-New Mexico 5% 8% 5% 3% 11% 5% 2% 5% 9% 23% 10% 5% | 9% 839,881
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